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not get five ounces to the ton. To-day
a, return of 15 dwts. would pay well
and many leases which have produced
a considerable amount of gold in small
parcels, if reopened to-day would pay
handsomely. The Mines Department
have all that information in their pigeon
holes and I suggest the Minister should
make it available to those who would
be inclined to put money into the
industry.

Mr. Heitmann: We have heard
details of old abandoned shows for 15
years.

Mr. SMITH:- And if the hon. member
had read the Sunday T imes as carefully
as he leads us to believe he has he
would know that many of the once
abandoned shows are now producing
handsome returns and employing a large
number of men.

Mr. Heitrnann:- Wheire are they ?
Mr. SMITH:- There are several.

The Light of Asia. is one.
The Minister for Mines: It was never

abandoned ; it changed hands.
,Mr. SMITH : The Minister will agree

that there are many leases which if
re-opened would pay handsomely. I
hope the Estimates -will provide a
considerable increase in the maining vote.
Every effort should be made to publish
particulars of these abandoned leases
and of the erushings obtained in the
early days. The Minister should not
forget that there has arisen a new
generation unacquainted with the
work done en many of these leases
and if the information were made
public any number of parties would
take up these leases and I am satisfied
a big percentage of them would pay
well. I would go further and allow such
parties to take up leases without any
payment, say, for 12 months.

" Mr- Foley: They can do it now.
" Mr. SMITH: Yes, but they do not

know which lesses.
, Mr. Foley : Any lease in the Stats

can be taken up now.
, Mr. SMITH: The hon. member

may know it, but those who are willing
to go out are not aware of it.
'%Mr. Foley: All the miners who are
any good know it.

Mr. SMITE: I would favour the
granting to such men of free railway
fares to the fields. It would not cost
the country anything to carry them
to the goldfields because the usual trains
would be sufficient.

The Premier: I cannot stand all
this.

Mr. SMITH: A little enterpriso
and energy thrown into the develop-
ment of the mining industry would
result in the absorption of many of
the unemployed. I said in my opening
remarks that T intended to be brief and
in order to keep faith with hon. members
I will reserve any further remarks
until the Estimates are under dis-
cussion.

Question put and passed ; the Address
adopted.

House adjourned
(Thursday).

at 12-18 a.m.

Icoislative CZouncil,
Thursday, 10th Deember, 1914.

Papers presented .
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: The bal-
ance slieet and profit and loss account
of the State Steamship service for the
year ending 30th June, 1913-14.
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QUESTION - RAILWAY REGRAD-
ING, NARROGIN..WICKEPIN.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Co-
lonial Secretary : 1, Are the Govern-
ment proceeding with the regrading of
the Narrogin-Wickepin Railway. 2, If
so, can the Colonial Secretary give any
information as regards the cost of tis
work

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, Yes. 2, £54,126 (estimated
cost).

HILL-,LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary
and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day-Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous

day.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hton.

J. Mv. Drew-Central) (4.35]: There was
very little that was new in the speech of
the Hon. Mr. Colebatch. We have heard
much of it before in this Chamber and
outside the House. He dealt again with
the question of stuffed rolls, decreased
gold yield, the increase of withdrawals
over deposits in the Government Sav-
ings Bank, Workers' Homes, and so on,
ad namecum. I intend to deal only with
a very few of the subjects he has touched
upon, and to treat them as concisely as
possible. However, I cannot overlook his
charge in connection with stuffed rolls.
Hec said "the purity of the electoral sy-
stem was disturbed and destroyed by the
manner in which the electoral rolls were
compiled during [he general election."
Now, that is a strong statement to make
and it appears to me that it ought to have
been hacked up by some strong evi-
dence. The hon. gentleman made a
wholesale condemnation of the system of
transfer from Federal to State rolls he-
fore the election and it seems to me
that he was very unfair. He never told
the people whom he addressed, as he
should have done, that he had ample

opportunity to remedy the matter when
it first cropped up. The provision for
transfer was made by means of regula-
tion. That regulation under the Elec-
toral Act was placed upon the Table of
this House. Every member who objected
to what the Government proposed to do
had an opportunity of moving that the
regulation be annulled.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: It would have
been of no effect.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would have been of this effect that there
'would have been an opportunity to make
a public protest against what the Gov-
er-nment proposed to do, but Mr. Cole-
batch took no action and no other mem-
ber of this Legislative Council offered
any objection to the course which the
Government had decided upon and con-
sequently the regulation had all the
force of law and the tacit approval of
the members of this House. The hon.
gentleman throws the blame on the
Government for the withdrawal of a Bill
for compulsory enrolment. He says' it
gave absolute discretion to the Electoral
Registrar to enrol people whether their
claims were in order or not. That con-
veys an erroneous impression. There
was a provision in the Bill that in cer-
tain eases the registrar had to be satis-
fled that the claimant resided in the dis-
trict (not only in certain eases, but in
all cases) hut there were some instances
in which it would be almost an impos-
sihility for a claimant to name the street
in which he 'lived. In many eases town-
sites had been declared and streets had
niot been named, and in other places town-
sites had been surveyed so long ago that
at thids stage of the State's history it was
impossible for residents to locate the
streets or even the towusite itself-

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: You had an-
other clause in the Bill covering that.

Tile COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
order to get over the difficulty the Gov-
ernment introduced the amending Act.
The reason for the withdrawal of the Bill
muszt be patent to the hon. gentleman's
mind. The hon- gentleman moved that
"xif a claimant's house is not numbered
such particulars shall be given as in the
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opinion of the registrar are sufficient to
enable the exact locality of the claim-
ant's residence to be ascertained." Such
a provision had to be made that anyone
would be in a position to define the ex-
act locality of the claimant's residence.

Hon. WV. Kingsmill: Very necessary.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Al-

though it may be necessary, it would en-
toil this trouble that every applicant for
the franchise would have to state the
number of the block on which the house
where be was living had been erected.
This would be a very easy matter prob-
ably for the owners of property and for
those who owned the land on which the
house they lived in had been erected,
but it would be a very difficult thing for
the man who was renting a home. He
would have to secure a map of the town-
site showing the number of each block
before he would be in a position to accu-
rately fill in his claim, so that if the hon,
gentleman's amendment had been carried
that position would have been brought
about, and would have created a state of
chaos in connection with electoral mat-
ters, and would probably have involved
a canvass of the whole of the constituen-
cies of the State and a fresh electoral roll.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Those words
are in the present Act.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Those words are not in the present Act
in the way they were in the amendment
proposed by the bon. gentleman. Then
we have the allegations of corruption
made by the hon. member. One of these
was mere hearsay and the other was
put forward deliberately as a statement
of fact. With regard to the hearsay al-
legation he said a prominent Labour
official visited Mfullewa and advised men
who were on both the Geraldton and the
Greenough rolls to vote for Geraldton "as
there was no Labour candidate for
Orreenough." Palpably that is an elec-
tioneering rumour and in nine eases out
of ten an electioneering rumour con-
stitutes an electioneering lie.

Hon. IT. P. Colehatch: This is the tenth
ease.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. gentleman and the members of the

party with which he is associated had
ample opportunity during the election
and after the election to ascertain for
certain whether such a state of aff aims ex-
isted and whether such conduct occurred,
but evidently they placed very little
reliance on the report, and consequently
I think it is very ill advised of the
hon. member to make a charge of that
description. If we are to hear every idle
remark in this House that has been circu-
lated during the election, then we should
hear some very interesting speeches, but
they would not add to the reputation of
this Chamber. Now for the statement of
fact. Persons, it was said, had gone from
Oeraldton to Mullewa, and when instruc-
tions were -received to transfer from the
Federal rolls they were put back on the
Gernldton roll, that these persons voted
for the Ocraldton election, and that there
was a motive behind it. Further that the
Chief Electoral Registrar had been sup-
plied with a list of their names, Such a
statement as that enabled me to make an
investigation inko this accusation, and I
have taken the opportunity of coinmuni-
eating with the Chief Electoral Registrar.
I have discovered, not that there were
100 cases of this description, not that
there were even 50, but what the Chief
Electoral Registrar states is that only
two cases were reported, the cases of a
husband end wife. Inquiries elicited
that the wife voted by post f or Gerald-
ton, whilst she was also on the Green-
ough roll. The Crown Law authorities
are going into the matter, and if there is
a sufficient cage there will be a prosecu-
tion. As regards her husband, he was
not on the Geraldton roll, but had been
stnick off.

Hon. ff. P. Colehateb: He voted by
post.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He
may have done so, but at the present time
the Electoral Department are not in a
-position to say whether he did or not.
But whether he did or not, I cant say that
his name was not on the Geraldton roll,
so that there remains only the ease of
one poor tinfortun ate old lady who was
on the Greenough roll 'who voted in con-
nection with the- Geraldten election, and
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on the strength of that great discovery,
the hon. member wants the Governor to
appoint a Royal Commission to go into
the question of the compilation of the
rails. At the previous election I was
at Ocraldtoa while the contest was in
progress and I took a very active part
in connection with the matter, and after-
iv ards discovered that there were some-
thing like 15 who voted illegally.
They were people who had been out of
the district for from four to twelve
months, and many of them were promnin-
ent supporters of the Liberal party, but
Mr. Heitaun. would not take any action
because he came to the conclusion that
the votes were exercised without a know-
ledge that the parties were doing some-
thing improper.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What about the
postal vote officers?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Anyone was at liberty to take action, at
any rate the Labour party would not
talie action.

R on. W. Kingamill: There are several
instances of this kind.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member also declared that the Ger-
aldton canvass was completed by the de-
partment before the transfer from the
Federal to the State rolls took, place.
That is not correct. Only a portion of
the town bad been canvassed, and 11r.
Colebatch should be in the position to
know differently. He was in Geraldton,
and was closely associated with the Lib-
eral candidate, and he must have known
that the latter put on two men to com-
plete the canvass from his standpoint.
and that the Labour organisations had
men on for several weeks in order to see
that there was complete enrolment.

Hon. H.L P. Colebatch: The canvass
which I said was complete was the official
-,anrass.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: it
was not complete.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I was informed
by the Chief Electoral Officer that it was.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
With regard to the old complaint about
electors' names appearing on the roll

wvithout sufficient address, for instance:
John Jones, Geraldtou, instead of John
Jones, Marine terrace, Geraldton, so far
ar the State rolls were concerned the
Chief Electoral Registrar took action in
the direction of seeing that every person
sent in a complete address. Notice of
objection was sent out to the different
electors, and those who returned their
cards with the full address had their
names left on the roll, but those who did
not reply bad their names removed.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: In some caises,
hut not in all.

The COTJONTArJ SECRETARY: But
in2 the eases of the transfers from the
Federal to the State roll, under the
Electoral Act it is not necessary to give
the complete address--simply Geraldton
-and they were transferred as they
stood, and in accordance with the regula-
tion which was laid on the Table of this
House, -which permitted it to be done.

Hon. H. P. Colehatch: It permitted
anything to be done.

The COIJONTAL SECRETARY: Be-
fore the elections took place there were
insinuations of corruption against the
Government, and it was said also that thp
rolls had been staffed. The stuffing,
however, was alleged to have taken place
in connection with the rolls of the metro-
r-olitan area, and the bon. member him-
self said that it -was a singular thing
they were stuffed in the metropolitan
area where the seats were doubtful.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: And Geraldton
w ,as a doubtful seat.

The COLONTAIJ SECRETARY: If
the rolls were stuffed then they must have
been stuffed in the interests of the Lib-
eral party. Although there were many
names on the roll which should not have
been there, this was owing to the peculiar
conditions existing at the timec, and it was
not due to the action of any' ofirinA or
any party. The hon. member also stated
that up to the present time 50 per cent.
of tlie Agricultural Bank advances duo
to farmers were still held hack. That was
a statement which the hon. member ought
to bare verified before making.
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Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I said in some
eases.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member wade the statement which T
have read out. Ble could have gone to
the telephone and caled up the man-
ager of the bank before making that
sweeping assertion, which is not correct.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I only said in
some cases,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bank paid at the rate of 50 per cent, for
one month, from the 5th August to the
30th August, and during September it
advanced 75 per cent., and from 1st
October the full amount was paid.

Hon. V. Hamersley: May I call the
attention of the House to the fact that ]
know of instances where these amounts
have not been paid.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
can speak afterwards.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
intend to state the whole truth and to
keep nothing back. In a few eases there
were no applications for the balances.
and the amonts are still in band, and
the department are prepared to hand
them over when applied for. To show
that the total is not very large I may
mention that it is between £1,200 and
£E1,500. All the other claims have been
paid, and evidently these people to wham
the hon. member refers are not in want
of money, otherwise they wvonld have ap-
proached the department long before this.
The bon. member criticised the Govern-
ment in regard to the delay in placingr
the balance sheets of the trading concerns
before Parliament. I must say that the
matter has given the Government a con-
siderable amount of anxiety. We havo-
exercised every effort in order to present
these returns, but it must be remembered
that many of the trading concerns had
been in opneration for months before they
were brought under the Trading Concerns
Act. Take the State steamers, which were
going for several months, and which -were
conducted on a totally different system
from that which is provided for by the
Trading Concerns Act. Then after the
measure passed through Parliament it
was some time before the State steamship

service was brought under it, and in the*
meantime the old system continued and
it involved a considerable amount of
Labour in preparing the books ini accord-
ace with the legislation.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Eighteen months'
work?

The COLO'NIAL, SECRETARY: I do
not think so.

Hlon. W. rnngsnil: But that is the
fact

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY: The-
preparation of the balance sheets in con-
nection 'with the State steamers involved
a considerable delay, but it was pre-
sen ted, I think, close on 12 months ago.
I laid on the Table of the House
to-day the balance sheet and the
profit and loss account ',of the
steamship service up to the 30th
Junie of last year, and if hon. members
desire it I can present a true balance
sheer up to the 30th of last September.
I am only too ready to make available all
information of that character to members
of this Chamber. Mr. Colebatch, in re-
ferring to the Trading Concerns Act, re-
marked that there were 16 such concerns
operating. He is correct as to the num-
ber. but he stated that nine of these con-
cerns. had failed to send in returns, and
that the accounts of not one of the 16
had been audited. This statement pre-
suniahly refers to the years 1012-1-3,

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: .1913-1914.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is

an titter impossibility to present the
statement in six months after the close
of the year. The accounts have
to be prepared by the different depart-
ments, and then submitted to the Auditor
General, and I can assure hon. members
that the process is slow. I was uinder
the impression that the hon. member was
-referring to the year 1912-13. With re-
gard to the 1913-14 accounts, the follow-
ing is the position: Audits have been
completed in respect to the State steam-
ship service, and I laid the balance sheet
on the Table of the House this afternoon
of the Government mneat stalls, and the
Boya quarries Accounts for the follow-
ing concerns were received at the Audit
Department between 20th November and
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30th -November :--Pertb city markets,
North Fremantle sale-yards, Albany
cold stores, North Fremantle abattoirs,
Govenment refrigerating works, K~al-
goorlie abattoirs, and the State imple-
mneat works. The audit officers are now
busily engaged on the examination of
those accounts. The Government are de-
sirous, even more than members, that
balance sheets should be presented as
early as possible, because the Treasury
returns have a misleading tendency. Ac-
cording to the Treasury returns up to the
30th June last, there was something like
a deficit of £40,000 on the State imple-
ment works, simply for the reason that
stock bad been purchased, with money
which came from the Treasury and there
was practically nothing going back, be-
cause when the implements were manu-
factured they were sold on the time pay-
ment systcm. Tlat is the position of
affairs, It is misleading to those -who en-
deavour tg gain their knowledge of those
returns from the Treasury.

lion. D). G. Clawler: Yet you want
business men to make monthly returns of
their profits.

The COLONIAL SECRETARtY: The
Control of Trade in War Time Commiis-
sion came in for severe criticism. It
could hardly be expected that gentlemen
who have to perform such responsible
duties and who have to defend the in-
terests of the whole State against indi-
viduals, could escape criticism. Mir. Cole-
hatch in his speech referred to the action
of the Royal Commission in declaring the
value of f.aq. wheat at 4s. Gd-, and he
stated that the country emphasised the
necessity for public and private sacrifice.
Admittedly that is a lofty sentimeiit and
it can be proved that the Government
-dd make very considerable sacrifices on
behalf of the farmer in declaring wheat
at 4s. (id. a bushel, as it was dlearly un-
derstood by all concerned that it was only
wheat of the 1913-14 harvest that the
proclamation dealt with. Four shillings
and sixpence per bushel for wheat in
Perth was the parity of London value on
the 30th September, the date of the pro-
clamation, giving to farmers a parity of
4s. 3d. at sidings. The proclaimed rate

gave farmers who held -wheat in excess of
their requirements an opportunity to Sell
the surplus at from is. to Is. 2d. better
price than in. the previous year. Thus
the farmer was making no positive sacri-
fice in selling at the proclaimed price.
The Government know well that a con-
siderable quantity of seed wheat will be
required for supplying necessitous farm-
ers during next year and as the limited
number of -well-to-do farmers who have
wheat for sale are, generally speaking,
in a financial position to be able to help
the less fortunate farmer who has little
or no seed wheat for next year's sowing,
I think it is due to them to assist in sup-
plying seed wheat at reasonable prices.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Do not you
know that this price does not apply to
seed wheat, but to wheat sold Uj the ills?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
but no price has been fixed for new seed
wheat. I amn giving the statement from
the point of view of the Commission. It
is emphatically a necessity for the farmer
obtaining seed wheat from the Govern-
ment to be able to secure it at the lowest
possible rate. I hope I shall he permitted
to state the case and state it accurately
from the point of iew of the Conmmis-
sion- Owing to lessened farm power-
shortage of labour and homses-and to an
increased price of fodder and provisions,
it will cost the farmer mnore to put in
and take off the 1915-16 harvest than
ever formerly, to say nothing of the in-
terest due to the Government. The Gov-
ernment arc undertaking the risk of
19i6-i16 being a good year. Even then
the -wheat can only be valued against the
world's market price. Any action taken
by the Royal Commission has been taken
to secure seed wheat for the farmers for
next harvest, or to get a supply of wheat
for the mills, to enable them to keep up
the supplies of bran and pollard to meet
the demnd by dairymen, poultrymen,
etc. The market prices to-day show how
ineffectual has been the result. Farmers
will not sell either old or new free wheat.
This is the common report from both
wheat buyers and millers. It is therefore
a fair concelusion that the farmers who
do hold wheat are not practising the pre-
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cept of 'Mr. Colebatch that public and
private sacrifices should be interpreted
into deeds. Although 4i are all hope-
f ill that the world's market for 1915-16
season wheat will prove very satisfac-
tory, and that we shall have a large suir-
plus for export, there is no guarantee
that the rate will be a high one. The
Gov'ernment therefore propose to do
everything to ensure that the cost of seed
wheat is kept as low as possible, and by
that means help those f'armers who have
had to obtain the assistance of the Gov-
ernment to make their repayments as
they become due. On the 30th Septemn-
her the Government, oi the recommenda-
tion of the Royal Commission, pro-
claimed the maximum selling price at
which buyers could demand to purchase
surplus stocks of f. a. q. wheat at
4s. 6d. per bushel f.o.r. Perth, with parity
of value at sidings. The Commission
un1animtously agreed to this rate onl the
recommendation of the Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt. The Commission pub-
licly stated that this price would apply
only to old wheat, and they would, if
niecessary, reconsider the position when
the new season's wheat became available.
I may add that no action was taken by
Commissioner Rae without the full know-
ledge, consent and approval of the whole
of the Commissioners.

Roil. IV. Kingsmill: What about the
5s. man.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think it will he seen that the Commis-
sioners acted in the best interests of the
State. They agreed to fix the price of
old wheat at 4s. 63d. a bushel. Last year
the price of wheat f.o.b Frimantle was
3s. 10'/d. less 5d. for handling charges,
bringing it down to s. 5d. per bushel.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What hase that
to (1o with it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
July of this year, before thle war broke
out, the price of wheat was exactly the
same as last year, namely, 3s. 5d.
Farmers had made contracts for this
rear on the same basis as last year. It
is not the poor farmer who would benefit
if the price of wheat were fixed at more
than 4s. 6d. a bushel. There are only

[7]

nine. persons in Western Australia at
presbiit who have large stocks of wheat
and they are not poor farmers, but a
different class of pernon altogether. If
the price of wheat were fixed at even
7s. a bushel some people would not be
satisfied, but what position would this
bring about? The Government will have
to finance the vast majority of tile farmers
of Western Australia this year and pro-
vide them with seed wheat, fertiliser and
food, and if there was no control over
thle price, it might happen that we would
have to pay Us. and 7s. for the wheat
required for seed. The farmers would
have to put in their crops, fodder would
have to he supplied by the Government
in order that they might feed their horses,
and what wvould he the cost of putting in
crops under such conditions. Would it
be iii the interests of the agricultural
community of the State? If the Gov-
erment did not take action, but allowed
the old state of affairs to exist, if they
did not fix a reasonable price, what woul d
be the position of affairs? The farmers
would put in their crops with Govern-
ment assistance, they would probably
have to pay 6s. or is. a bushel for seed:
the cost of putting in the crops would
be immensely increased owing to the
drought and the high price of fodder and
even with good crops and good prices,
the farmers would still be in an impov-
erished condition at the end of the season.
There is no reason to believe that the
price of wheat on the London market will
be unduly high next year. Cultivation
is going on extensively in other parts of
the world, there is an immense harvest in
the United States and Canada, and dur-
ing the coming season there will be a
very' muclh larger acreage put under crop
in all the wheat producing countries of
the world, so that we cannot rely upon
the price of wheat in London next 'year
being double what it was lnst 'year. The
Government and the Commission are en-
deavouring to prevent a few persons in
the community, speculators in some in-
stances, from securing uandue advantages
simply because of the occurrence of the
war. If the war had not occurred even
old wheat would be worth less than 4s.
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6d. a bushel, and why should the Oov-
eminment make it more? For whose bene-
fit would it be? Would it be in the
interests of the country? I say it would
not be. 31r. Cullen made no charges,
but he expressed his opinions and his bit-
terest complaint was that there had been
two trains a day to Katanniug and that
one of them had been cut off. 1 think
all will admit that this is at time for
retrenchment. 'The Governinynit were
severely criticised fur the existence of
the deficit and for the monthly increase
of the deficit. There has bepen a falling
off in trade and there must be a reduc-
tion in the train services. Onie train a
(lay has had to be dispensed with so far
as the Katanning service is concerned.
Whenever there is any proposal for in-
creased taxation Mr. Cullen is one of
the strongest objectors, and there are
others who take a similar stanid. 2 .
Gawi r strongly objects to taxation and
so does Mr. Haniersley. At a public meet-
ing at Queen's Park, a fewv weeks ago
bo0th the se lion, gentlemen denounced the
Government because they bad taken off
one train a day between Perth and Arma-
dale. Mr. Gawler said the Government
deserved condemnation and that it was a
trumpery measuire of retrenchment..
There will be several other eases of trum-
pery measures of retrenchment before
very long, and when the matter is eon-
sidered altogether apart from their own
constituencies, th ey w'ill approve of the
action of the Government,

'Ron. D. G-. Gawler: I denounced some
of the costly accidents that occur.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
was rather surprised at 11r. Cuslicn's con-
demnation of the new State enterprise.
the fish supply. I think he is about the
first gentleman I have niet who has
spoken Against the action of the (oar-

erilinent in this respect. Hon. members,
must be aware that there is now a con-
siderable amount of distress in the coi-
munity. and the Government deemed it
necessary to take some action in order to
provide cheap food for the people, and
I think we shall succeed.

Ron. D. G. Gawler: -Whether you lose
by the transaction or not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Cer-
tainiy not. There must be no undue loss.
A few pounds loss we wilt not care
abotut, hut there cannot be a very large
loss iii such an undertaking. If, how-
ever, it cannot be run so as to make ends
meet, it cani be and will be closed down
so far as 1 am concerned. This scheme
has received the endorsement of the Chief

rInspiector of Fisheries. It has not been
pressed upon him; lie las recommended
it and if it is possible to make a success
of it I have every confidence that lie will
do so. The hoat has not been purchased;
it has been chartered.

lon. W. K[ingsinill: Given to you.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,

practically given to uis, because the Corn-
pany- from whomn we chartered it are
anius to co-operate with us to provide
cheap fish for the people. Mr. Baxter
said the East Perth works were not
needed, but I would impress upon him
that these are not works especially de-
s;igned for the unemployed, although they
will do v-ery good service in that direc-
tion. These works should have been corn-
pileted long ago. Certain re-grading had
been in progress between Perth and Fre-
mantle and it had been nearly completed,
but until it is completed the fall advant-
age from the re-grading cannot be de-
rived. It is necessary that the wvhole of
it should be finished and before the whole
of it can be completed, certaini improve,-
inents must hie effected at East Perth in
order to permit of the removal of the
shedsq from West Perth to East Perth.
These works are urgently needed in the
interests of economy. Sir Edward Wit-
tenooni advocated assistance to the pearl-
ing industry. Before the war broke out
the price of pearl shell in London was
£220 a ton, hut at present there is no
market at all for it and it has been ascer-
tained that there is a considerable quan-
tity of shell in England unsaleable. The
miarkets, previously were principally Ger-
many and Austria. Those markets are
closedl against uis now and I dare say will
he for ninny years to come. Uip to the
end of this month there will be about 350
tons of pearl shell at Broome. There is
no doubt the pearlers are in a very dis-
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tressed condition. They are not in a posi-
t ion to be able to pay their men and there
might he trouble. We have been re-
qutled to advance anything up to
£120 per ton on the shell. Even if we
advanced £100 per ton it would mean
£C35,'000 and that would serve only to the
end of the year,' and goodness knows bow
much would be required nest year. It is
a very difficult problem and we are ad-
vised that it is too risky to make advances
or to take any action in the direction of
guaranteeing them. It may be many
years before there. is ag-ain a market for
pearl shell in Europe.

Hon, W, Kingsiuill: No more risk than
in brickworks.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Sir
Edward Wittcnooin stated that the Gov-
ernment lied harassed the mining indus-
try. I think, however, I can give one
substantial fact which alone will disprove
that assertion. Since we have been in
office, the time came for the renewal of
the leases of some of the principal gold
mining companies in this Slate, and we
renewed those leases without imposing
any new condition. It has been ascer-
tained recently that it had been the in-
tention of the Liberals-they have
hoasted about it-if they had been in
olc.' to secure nearly £0000 additional
renlal from those mining companies be-
fore a renewal was approved of; hut the
present Government have not imposed
anything of the kind. I do not think,
therefore, that the hion. gentleman has
correctly interpreted our action in eon-
nection with the mining industry. How
could he come to the conclusion that it is,
or was, our intention to harass the mining
industry of this State? Mr. 'MeLarty
urged railway construction, and especi-
ally the building of the Mlargaret River
railway- Now, it is the intention of the
Government to go very slowly indeed as
regards railway construction. What we
do will be in the direction of ensuring
that there shall he as speedy a return as
p~ossible from all expenditure, that the
work to he done shall be not merely
"lultimately reproduetive"-as the official
filies very often phrase it-hut immedi-
ately reproductive, and that as far as

possible no work shall be undertaken
which involves the spending of a large
amount of money in the purchase of
material. So far as may be, the money
will be spent in labour. Therefore, I do
not think there is much prospect of the
Margaret River railway being undertaken
at a very early date. Before concluding,
T mulst express my deep pleasure at the
conversion of Sir Edward Wittenoom to
the day labour system. Yesterday the
bun, member expressed hiniself vecry
clearly on that subject. I cannot call to
mind that he expressed himself on it be-
fore, but yesterday he left no doubt
whatever on my mind as to what his
views are on the question. Coming from
such a source those views will, I feel sure,
have a very widesp read effect on the corn-
niunity, and certainily' the effect of lead-
ing many of those up to the present
hostile 10 the day labour system, to give
the matter (lhe most careful reconsidera-
dion, as the result Of Which they cannot
but be in complete accord with the
opinions expressed by Sir Edward Wit-
tenooiu yesterday. Rut, so far as the
clearing work on the Yandanooka estate
is concerned, it is not practicabhle to carry
out that work on the day labour system.
That system would necessitate the em-
ployment of supervisors, and conse-
quently add to the cost. IUnder the cir-
cumstances, therefore, the Government
have no option but to carry out the clear-
ing on the piece work system, which has
proved satisfactory up to date..

Ques;tion put and passed; the Address
adopted.

Hrouse adjouirned at 5.21 p.m.
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